Grade 7 Sample Test Prompt

|deas & Content

Going to the moviesis amajor source of entertainment for many students. Imagine
that the only discount theater in your areais closing.

Write a persuasive essay in support of keeping the discount movie theater open .

Y our writing should:
e Include athesis statement.
e Haveadeveloped point of view.

e Have anintroduction, body, and conclusion.

Remember to edit for spelling, grammar, punctuation, and capitalization.
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AIMS Six Trait Analytic Writing Rubric — Official Scoring Guide

IDEAS and CONTENT

6

The writing is exceptionally clear, focused and interesting.
It holds the reader’s attention throughout. Main ideas stand
out and are developed by strong support and rich details
suitable to audience and purpose. The writing is
characterized by

e clarity, focus, and control.

e mainidea(s) that stand out.

e supporting, relevant, carefully selected details; when
appropriate, use of resources provides strong, accurate,
credible support

e athorough, balanced, in-depth explanation/ exploration
of the topic; the writing makes connections and shares
insights.

e content and selected details that are well suited to
audience and purpose.

5

The writing is clear, focused and interesting. It
holds the reader’s attention. Main ideas stand out
and are developed by supporting details suitable to
audience and purpose. The writing is characterized
by

e clarity, focus, and control.

e main idea(s) that stand out.

e supporting, relevant, carefully selected detals;
when appropriate, use of resources provides
strong, accurate, credible support.

e athorough, balanced explanation/exploration
of the topic; the writing makes connections
and sharesinsights.

e content and selected details that are well-
suited to audience and purpose.

4

The writing is clear and focused. The reader can easily
understand the main ideas. Support is present, although it
may be limited or rather general. Thewritingis
characterized by

e aneadly identifiable purpose.

e clear mainidea(s)

e supporting details that are relevant, but may be overly
general or limited in places; when appropriate,
resources are used to provide accurate support.

e atopic that isexplored/explained, although
developmental details may occasionally be out of
bal ance with the main idea(s); some connections and
insights may be present.

e content and selected details that are relevant, but
perhaps not consistently well chosen for audience and
purpose.

3

The reader can understand the main ideas, although they
may be overly broad or simplistic, and the results may not
be effective. Supporting detail is often limited,
insubstantial, overly general, or occasionaly dightly off-
topic. The writing is characterized by

e aneadly identifiable purpose and main idea(s).

e predictable or overly-obvious main ideas or plot;
conclusions or main points seem to echo observations
heard elsewhere.

e support that is attempted; but developmental details
that are often limited in scope, uneven, somewhat off-
topic, predictable, or overly general.

e detailsthat may not be well-grounded in credible
resources; they may be based on clichés, stereotypes or
guestionable sources of information.

o difficulties when moving from general observationsto
specifics.

2

Main ideas and purpose are somewhat unclear or

development is attempted but minimal. The

writing is characterized by

e apurpose and main idea(s) that may require
extensive inferences by the reader.

e minima development; insufficient details.

e irrelevant detailsthat clutter the text.

e extensiverepetition of detail.

1

The writing lacks a central idea or purpose. The writingis

characterized by

e ideasthat are extremely limited or smply unclear.

e aftempts at development that are minimal or non-
existent; the paper istoo short to demonstrate the
development of anidea.
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Grade 7 Writing ldeas & Content — Score Point 1

Writi
ng FINAL COPY

Scorepoint 1 — Ideas are limited and unclear. Attempts at

| development are minimal . The writer’s ideas (expensive, news movies
— and old movies, candy, popcorn, clean toilets, etc.) are alist without u
|| details or development. |
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Grade 7 Writing Ideas & Content — Score Point 2

Writing -

FINAL COPY

Score point 2 — Main idea and purpose are somewhat unclear and require —
| | extensive inferences by the reader. Thereis minimal devel opment. L
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Grade 7 Writing Ideas & Content — Score Point 3A

Writin
g FINAL COPY
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Grade 7 Writing Ideas & Content — Score Point 3B

Writing
FINAL COPY
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Score point 3 — The reader can understand the main ideas, although they are
simplistic and not effective. Supporting detail islimited, overly general and
occasionally dightly off-topic (“...simmer down...”) . Main points seem to echo
observations heard elsewhere (“...kids need a place to hang out...”).
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Grade 7 Writing Ideas & Content — Score Point 4A

Writin
g FINAL COPY
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Grade 7 Writing Ideas & Content — Score Point 4B

Writing
FINAL COPY
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Score point 4 — Thewriting is clear and focused. Support is present, although it is
limited and general . Content and selected details are relevant, but perhaps not
consistently well-chosen for audience and purpose. Referencing suicide is not

appropriate.
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Grade 7 Writing Ideas & Content — Score Point 5A

Writin
g FINAL COPY
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Grade 7 Writing ldeas & Content — Score Point 5B

Vriting
FINAL COPY
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~ Scorepoint 5 - Main ideas stand out. Thereis clarity, focus, and control anda H
thorough, balanced explanation of the topic. Shared insights focus on studentsas | |
consumers, students as workers, parents, and the general public.
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Grade 7 Writing Ideas & Content — Score Point 6A
Writing

FINAL COPY
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Grade 7 Writing ldeas & Content — Score Point 6B

Writing
FINAL COPY
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Score point 6 — The writing is exceptionally clear, focused, and interesting . It
holds the reader’s attention throughout . The writer has offered a thorough, —
balanced, in-depth explanation and the writing makes connections and shares

insights. Content and selected details are well -suited to audience and purpose.
The writer offers his/her own perspective and then that of the community. 1
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